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A Kingdom Of Your Own

Faculty of International Language and Culture
Assistant Professor

Mason,Ronald Keith

Did you ever want to be a king or queen of your own country? Probably many people
have had a thought like that but never imagined that it could come true. But perhaps there is a
place where any person could be a king or queen for a while. Think of the library as a kingdom, a
kind of country, in which any person may be be a king or a duke. Everything in a library is there
at your command . You only have to reach out and use it. In Shakespear's play The Tempest,
Prospero, the Duke of Milan, declared that his, “library was dukedom enough.” He meant that
while it may have been small, his library contained all the he desired out of life. Indeed, a library
could be dukedom enough for any person. If used to its potential, a library could take a person to
any place he wanted to go; introduce him to any person he wanted to meet; teach him any
language he wished to speak; show him any picture he wished to see; let him hear any music he
wished to listen to. . . the list could be endless.

Today's librarys have resources that Shakespear couldn't have dreamed of such as
internert access, CDs and recordings, and movies and the world wide web. In a library one can
not only read the plays of Shakespear but hear and see them as well. I can not help but think
that Shakespear and his character Prospero would certainly approve of all these things. Prospero
was a kind of magician as well as a duke, and the magic of the internet would certainly appeal to
him.

So if you wish to be Duke for a day, or even an hour or two, use the library. But like any
kingdom you have to explore it throughly to be able to use all it resources. So take the time to
look around the library and learn how to use all that it offers. You might find a whole kingdom,

or a whole world, of you own.
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