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科 目 名 ［ 外 国 語《英 語》 □：：：
国以下の英文を読んで、設問に答えなさい。

Amendment� t':;he c
�abis c�ntrol law and the narcotics and psychotropic substances control law that passed the Diet late last year feature a

new criminal offense for cannabis use. 

The �ec. 6 revisions classify cannabis as a narcotic and make unauthorized use or possession a criininal offense punishable by up to seven years 
m pnson. 

T�e backgro
�

d to this
_
Ie;islative �ction

_
includes_ a marked increase in arrests for ca皿abis-related offenses. In 2021, a record 5,783 people were

taken (nto poli�e custody for ca皿abis-related violations, of whom about 70 percent were under 30 years old. The ch�rges revo!{ed 
around possession and production. 

Previou_sly,_ even if cannabis _was detected in urine samples taken during an investigation, no criminal charges would be filed if the individual was 
not in physical possession of the substance. Outlawing the act of using cannabis could potentially lead to a-spike in arrests. 

① r parts of the world. exoerts 
�w cannabis use in aoositivelieht.

The fact remains that ca皿abis contains harmful components. Prolonged use can raise the risk of drug dependency and mental illness. Studies 
have indicated that using cannabis can affect cognitive functions over the long term. Everyone should be-armed �ith basic information on the 
health impact of cannabis use. 

Of course, applying criminal penalties alone will not solve the complicated and multifaceted problem of drug abuse and addiction. It is crucial to 
create eftect(ve systems to guide _drug abusers toward receiving medical, as well as mental treatment and rel�pse prevention programs, to enhance 
support for their social reintegration. 

In 2021, prior to the revisions of the laws, a group of experts advising the health ministry discussed the initiative. Three of the 12 members of the 
group expressed opposition to the proposal to create the use offense. 

The report produced by the group cited reasons for concerns and reservations about the proposal.②It noted that the legal change would go 
inal penaltie; could d;e�en the 

ifilll_ation of�ers and�ion." 

During statements given by unswom witnesses about the matter at the Diet, the representative of an organization working on addiction issues 
v
�i�ed concerns ab011t the initiative. Those concerns were incorporated into the nonbinding supplementary resolution ad�pted with the enactment 

of the amendmen総 These opinions deserve serious attention. 

Ca
�
es of c�abi� used

_
have incre_ased noticeably among students. This offers a perfect opportunity to discuss whether criminal punishment is

truly appropriate in such cases as it results in a criminal record, even for cases such as trying pot d�e to peer pressure. 

Some experts argue that mandating participation in education or treatment programs is more effective, so clearly this issue requires further debate. 

On
_ 
t�e ��er h�nd, th� r�visions to the laws have legalized the use of pharmaceuticals manufactured from ca皿abis. This is good news for patients

and families who need them. 

;'-t the same time,
_ 
�oods a�� cosmetics containing cannabis components not subject to legal regulation are already being sold and are expected to

become more widely available. 

（出典：The Asahi Shimbun, Feb 3,2024から 一部抜粋https://www.asahi.comlaiw/articles/15146176)

問1 :下線部①を日本語に訳せ。

問2:薬物乱用や依存症の複雑で多面的な問題の解決に向けて、この記事に示されている強化すべき支援について日本語で

述べよ。

問3 :下線部②を日本語に訳せ。
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