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Have you ever wondered how to get experience working with people overseas if travel is restricted because
of COVID-19? B EMAEL W ZIC, BADA LB N L TEIERERUICEK, 5LV TLES?

One way to do this is to participate in a COIL project. COIL stands for “collaborative online international learning.” In this type of project,

students in Japan work together with students in another country to complete a project.
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Recently, 47 second-year seminar students in the Faculty of Foreign Studies participated in a COIL project with students in Taiwan.
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What did students work on? Students explored the issue of sustainable tourism. Perhaps you have already studied sustainable
development goals (SDGs) at high school. The field of sustainable tourism looks at how SDGs can be applied to tourism. For example,
how can local governments and citizens deal with the garbage and traffic that are generated by tourism? Students at Setsunan

University and in Taiwan examined issues caused by tourism in their hometowns and discussed how to solve these problems in English.
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It is a historical temple.

In the spring, many wisteria
flowers bloom.

You can see flowers and take a
picture of them!!!




Fujiidera-
Tourism Problem

Noise problem

It is a residential city, so the needs of
residents should be considered in accepting
tourists.

Damage to cultural assets
There will be people who write graffiti or scratch
their names on cultural properties.

How did students work on this project? Students used Flipgrid to communicate with each other. Flipgrid is an app that allows the
exchange of videos within a project group. Working in small groups, students made videos to introduce themselves and to give
presentations on sustainable tourism. After watching the videos from the Taiwanese students, they made videos to ask questions about
those videos and to answer the questions they received from the Taiwanese students. At first, making the videos was a challenge, but as
students gained experience over the five weeks of the project, it became easier and easier to communicate through videos with the

students in Taiwan.
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Fujiidera—
Tourism Problem

Suggestions: what should travelers do?
To ensure safe tourism, tourists must behave in a moderate manner.

Suggestions: what should the locals?

To prevent the concentration of tourists, they should cooperate with
nearby areas to spread out the tourists. This will help prevent noise
problems for residents.

Suggestions: what should the government do?
To protect cultural assets, penalties should be strengthened for those who
damage them.

What can students learn from this kind of project? Perhaps you are interested in working in the tourism industry in the future. If you
participate in a project like this, you can learn about some of the issues that exist in the that industry. Being more aware of these issues

will better prepare you to think of solutions or ways of managing these issues.
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Also, working on an online project will give you experience working with online tools. More and more companies are conducting work
online, so you might be able to use these skills in the future. Finally, working with students from other countries while you are a
university student can prepare you for working with tourists from overseas. So, why not try a COIL program while you are at Setsunan

University?
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